Christians by very nearly the same standard a$ that
which the Christians apply to the intellectual productions
of the Hindus. Knowledge is the common property ol
all peoples. There is no such thing as Christian Mathe-
matics, Hindu Mathematics, or Mahomedan Mathe
matics. There is also considerable uniformity in the
standard of individual morality among all civilised
nations. It is otherwise with religion. The Christian,
the Mahomedan, and the Hindu, each would consider
his religion to be the truest, each would consider
his ideal of spiritual culture to be the best; and there
is no standard by which their conflicting claims
could be settled. Christianity is the religion of the most
advanced nations of the modern age. Yet, from one
point of view, Mahomedanism may be said to be superior
to Christianity ; for it inculcates a purer form of monothe-
ism. Idolatry is now held in abhorrence; it is supposed
to have a demoralising and enervating effect. Yet most
of the civilised nations of antiquity were idolaters. The
Indo Aryans of the Vedic times were not image-wor-
shippers ; their descendants of the time of Kilidtfsa
and Varihamihira were. The change would hardly be
called progress. Yet the post-Vedic Hindus were more
advanced than the Vedic Hindus in literature, science,
arts and manufactures. Protestantism, is laid to be